Exotic Botanical Prints
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Exotic Botanical Prints by the Arfist Birgitta Volz

»Beauty is the manifestation of the Divine in matter “.
with this quotation® you can easily describe the present work of German artist Birgitta Volz,

Birgitta is well known for her precise and delicate art work with wood and bark prints,

in which she skillfully brings to life the natural structures of her materials.

Her interest in the classic study - "Flower piciures” - seems to be a surprise, until you reglize
that the artist is reinventing this subject in a completely new way.

within her simple black & white prints she catches every nuance of the plant's texture,
showing us details and structures which would ctherwise remain invisible or unnotficed.
These botanical prints seem to be very natural, but they are far from being simple copies
of nature.

Unpretentious at first glance, her prints reveal themselves as carefully arranged,
fantastical composifions.

Her work with flowers is so far the most challenging technical task for this experienced
print maker, because their delicate structures often fall apart at the first fouch of the
prinfing ink. Then they have to be recomposed as a complex collage, petal by petal
and leaf by leaf.

Playing with different shades of grey, she skillfully combines them to create depth and
space, constructing a giant puzzle and an inventive patience game.

Birgitta needs several days fo complete her larger art work. The results are striking in their
simple beauty, ranging from very tiny prints on paper up to banners of 1 '2 meters on
delicate cloth.

The “Indian inspiration"** within her work is included by using the local flora and by
pasting the prints on fransparent lace and framing them with abundant local cloth
borders. This creates a lovely confrast between the simple black & white print and its
luxurious cloth framing.

Her work gains an exfra dimensiocn when the texture of the cloth is shining through the
paper or when the shadows of the plant shades become visible on the wall behind.

On the guestion of what she wants to express with her art work, Birgitta replies:
“I| want people fo open up to the beauty and vulnerability of nature.
My aim is to create a consciousness which is guiding the spectator above the
superficial aspect of obvious beauty, so that some manage to gain access to the
spiritual aspects of nature***, '

Bjrn Lewalter (art historian)

* The founder of Auroville, Mira Alfassa, known as “the Mother"
** Birgitta has been living since 2005 in the intemafional township of Auroville near Pondicherry, India
= Literature: The Mother — The Spiritual Significance of Flowers



Kunst Schaefer Gallery, Wiesbaden, Germany, May 2009
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Birgitia Volz between 2 of her Fower - Banners

top: Passiflora incamata 19, 2008 and Bauhinia variegota 1, 2007, size: 150 x &1 cm
down: Orchidoceae banner 1, 2009 and several flower prints, mounted on stretchers (different size)
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Hall Aurcwille, |
size: 150 x &hcm







top: Matahar Gallery, Munic, Gemnany, 2009
& small plant prints on Daphne paper
size; 21 x 15 cm, frame size 30 x 30 cm

right side: Dendrobium Unikat 5, 2009
siza: 97 x 40 ¢m, oil colour on Chinese paper

s W

et g

e ]
ey iy

-

WO A i
g dilh g

w0k S
- e Sy
T g 4
I

o e R

T TR

b

i3y &
i
Sl |
-'-—_li' |

mers i
]

S

e |
S
a













right side down:

Orchidaceoe langbidtig
1. 2010
oil colour on Chinese paper

119 x B4 cm

midcie:

Melumbo nucifera 12, 2008
solour on Japanese paper

20 x 40 cm

right si

Tilia cordata 25, 2007
Bark print with

oil colour on Jopanase
70x 100 cm
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Begonia 4. 2009
size; &0 x 49 cm*

Crossandra 4, 2009 size:
57 % 47 cm

Bauhinia vanegata 12.
2009
size: 57 x 4% cm

Gloriosa superba
22, 2008
size: 57 x 4% cm

Anthunum
andreanum &, 2008
size: S5x45cm

Orchidacaeas
Dendrobium grof
11, 200%

size: 63 x 54 cm
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